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I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see 
what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give (Habakkuk 2:1) 
 

Prayerfully Watching the Horizon 
“I have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem” (Isaiah 62:6). 
“... for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations” (Isaiah 56:7). 
 

Is there a burning desire in your church to pray for Israel?  There was a time, 
not long ago, that the fire of God’s Holy Spirit spread across the planet and 
Christians in bush country locations prayed for Israel around the clock.  What 
has happened?  We need to pray for the younger generation to gain the desire 
to pray for Israel, and to become extremely interested in that which is the 
“apple of God’s eye” (Zechariah 2:8).  If one has a burning interest in 
something or a burning desire to do something, one really wants to do it. 
 
The ‘apple of one’s eye’ originally referred to the central aperture of the eye.  
Figuratively speaking, it is something or someone cherished and always on 
the heart of God.  “For this is what the LORD of hosts says: ‘After he has 
honoured me and sent me against the nations that have plundered you – for 
whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye – I will surely raise my hand 
against them …’” (Zechariah 2:8-9).  We guard our eyes when in a desert or a 
dangerous place, so that our eyes do not get hurt.  So it is that we are to guard 
Israel in prayer, because Israel has a central place in God’s heart.  
 
A new wind of the Spirit is beginning to blow in places where prayer is 
spreading among believers of all ages.  We must encourage this move and be 
‘on watch’ at our posts, because in the end times, Israel will remain central, 
just like the pupil of the eye.  Israel is and will be the focal point of the ages 
to come.  The Second Coming of the Lord will be to Jerusalem, not to any 
other nation’s city.  Jesus warned us that he would come ‘quickly’, so we need 
to be ready, thinking his return is imminent; that he will return promptly, 
with no delay when the Father tells him to return.  Will we be found praying 
for that which means so much to God, as he fulfils his promises to and in 
Israel?  We need to wear ‘spiritual binoculars’, our field glasses, the 
instruments that bring Israel closer to our hearts and so into every aspect of 
our lives. 



It is time to approach the throne of grace 

‘Thank you’ to every prayer warrior, your faithfulness touches the heart of 
God in these days in which we live, days in which Bible prophecies are being 
fulfilled.  Watch the horizon, Israel is on the rise! 
 

 Beseech the Lord for safety and security for the families and residents of 
Judea and Samaria, which are the heartlands of Israel, given to the Jewish 
people by God in his covenants with them.  Terror attacks are common 
and every household needs to be covered in prayer.  “He remembers his 
covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand generations, the 
covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed 
it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: ‘To you I will give 
the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit’” (Psalm 105:8-11). 

 

 Thank the Lord for the many answered prayers which represent the 
strength of God.  They show that God is alive, listening to our prayers and 
able to respond.  It is in the mercy of God that we, Christians who love 
Israel, pray for the Jewish people.  “You will arise and have compassion on 
Zion, for it is time to show favour to her; the appointed time has come” 
(Psalm 102:13). 

 

 Praise God for his promises, as in January 2020 we all witnessed a 
foreshadowing of the coming days when the nations of the world will come 
up to Zion to worship the Lord.  Jerusalem welcomed the leaders of the 
Gentiles (kings, princes, presidents and prime ministers) when they came 
to pay tribute to the survivors of the Holocaust at the memorial built in 
their honour at Yad VaShem.  Some Israelis said they had never seen such 
a thing before.  “And I, because of their actions and imaginations, am about 
to come and gather all nations and tongues, and they shall come and see my 
glory” (Isaiah 66:18). 

 

 Enter into thanksgiving for the recent heavy rain in Israel (even though 
there was flooding in some areas).  This unprecedented rainfall is not only 
good for the land and people for the coming year, but is even revitalising 
the Dead Sea.  The Israel Meteorological service reported that rainfall in 
the north broke a 50-year record; and the south received more rain than it 
had in 76 years.  Israel Breaking News reported that in Genesis it tells us 
the region around the south end of the Dead Sea was once so lush that it 
was referred to as the “Garden of the LORD” (Genesis 13:10).  Were enough 
water to flow down from the mountains this year, it could be so again. 
 
 



We give thanks to the Lord for he is good!  Ezekiel records: “He said to me, 
‘This water flows towards the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, 
where it enters the Sea. When it empties into the Sea, the water there 
becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. 
There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes 
the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live” (Ezekiel 
47:8-9).  It rained so hard that even a mikvah (a ritual bath) discovered 35 
years ago, was filled so that it could be used for the first time in two 
thousand years. 

 

 Proclaim the word of God, declare that his plans and purposes will come 
to fruition soon and all kingdoms of the earth will know that he is the Lord.  
He alone!  “It is true, O LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste all 
these peoples and their lands. They have thrown their gods into the fire  
and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, 
fashioned by human hands. Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, 
so that all kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O LORD, are God”  
(Isaiah 37:18-20).  

 
As we pray for Israel, let us remember the special task of praying for the peace 
of Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6).  Jeff Benner, of the Ancient Hebrew Research 
Centre, writes: “When we hear the word peace we usually associate this to 
mean an absence of war or strife.  However, the Hebrew word (shalom) has a 
very different meaning.  The root of this word is ‘shalam’ and is usually used 
in the context of making restitution.  When a person has caused another to 
become deficient in some way, such as a loss of livestock, it is the 
responsibility of the person who created the deficiency to restore what has 
been taken, lost or stolen.  The verb shalam literally means to make whole or 
complete.  The noun shalom has the more literal meaning of being in a state 
of wholeness, or being without deficiency.”  
 

The Gentiles have trampled Jerusalem for centuries, now it is those from 
among the Gentiles, who love the God of Israel through Yeshua the Messiah, 
who are to help restore Jerusalem.  God will restore her to more than her 
former glory and we must pray her through many difficulties ahead. 
 
In his service together, 

 

Sharon Sanders 
 
Christian Friends of Israel – Jerusalem (UK edited version)  



CFI UK News and Prayer items 
Thank you for your prayers for the Way Ahead gathering of Trustees and Staff.  
This went very well and we were aware of the Lord’s guidance in our deliberations.  
Also, the Let’s Celebrate Israel event was a great success.  This is the first time in a 
while we have organised such an event and it was well subscribed, with a good mix 
from the Jewish community and our Christian constituency. 
 

Early this month is our Lobby Day 2pm – 7:30pm Wednesday 4th March.   Please 
pray that all the logistics go well, with a new venue for the briefing, and timings 
for the lobby in Parliament affected by the new government settling in.  Pray that 
the information distributed to MPs will have the desired effect. 
 

We will be interviewing for possibly two new members of staff this month.  Thank 
the Lord for a sufficient number of good candidates who have applied.  Pray that 
we will be able to convene a mutually convenient interview day and that we know 
the Lord’s guidance in who we bring into the respective roles.  One of the tasks is 
to assist staff attending to the festivals where CFI resources are exhibited.  Pray 
that the Lord goes before and prepares the way for these.  The first this year is a 
regional Christian Resources Exhibition (CRE) in the Midlands, 4th – 5th March, 
which David and Julia Soakell will oversee.  Do go if you are in that region. 
 

Jacob is due to speak at a University Debating Society in the West of England early 
this month.  Pray he has the right words to say and is protected from any backlash 
in this tricky setting.  That is followed by a Sunday morning service in the local 
region.  Then later in the month he has a talk at another university, just before the 
CFI National Prayer Conference.  Pray that we continue to make good progress in 
reaching younger supporters through these and other opportunities that arise. 
 

Julia Soakell is due to speak at a regional Lydia Conference in the third week of 
March, then is joined by David Soakell at the CFI National Prayer Conference along 
with Trustees and their spouses from Tuesday 24th to Thursday 26th March.  Pray 
for those sharing at this conference that they will be able to communicate well on 
their respective subjects, so that we can pray in an informed and strategic way. 
 

Pray in advance for the San Remo 100 celebration at Emmanuel Centre, London, 
on Saturday 18th April 2020; that we have really good numbers come to celebrate 
this significant event in putting the Balfour Declaration into international law.  
Keep all the arrangements in prayer and do come if you can. 
 

The CFI UK Team 
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